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This Week’s Schedule 
  Today:  8:30 Bible Study 

     Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11  

    9:30 Baptism of Our Lord 

    11:00 Ushers Meeting in the Sanctuary 

     
     

  Tuesday: 6:30 Cherub Choir 

    6:30 Property Committee 

    7:00 Worship and Music Committee Meeting 

    7:00 Boy Scout Troop Meeting 

    7:30  Endowment Meeting     

 
     

  Wednesday:  1-4pm CCR Open for Distribution 

    6:30 Handbell Choir 

    7:00 Catechism at St. Luke Lutheran Church 

     The Apostles Creed Article 1 

    7:30pm Adult Choir 

 
   

  Thursday 6:45 Congregation Council Meeting 

    6-8pm CCR Open for Distribution 
 

 

  Friday:  6:30 AA 

 
    

  Sunday: 8:30 Bible Study 

     1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20], Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18,  

     1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51  

    9:30 Second Sunday After Epiphany 

    11:00 Adult Forum  

          The Call of the Prophet Samuel   
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Sunday, January  7, 2018 

Baptism of our Lord 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the 

Spirit/wind moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in 

Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 

baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 

Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ 

mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and 

peace.  

(Please stand as you are able at sections marked ) 

 

 

Welcome, Announcements & Prayer Requests 

 
 

Prelude:   On Jordan's Stormy Banks  Birchwood 
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GATHERING 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who stretches out the heavens, 

who sends light to the nations, 

who gives breath to us all. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Song     Gather Us In                 ELW 532 

 

STORIES OF GIFTS GIVEN AND GIFTS RECEIVED 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves 

over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your 

Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

19 



18 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 21,2018 

The annual congregational  

meeting will be held following the service.   

Lunch will be provided by the  

St. Luke Lutheran Youth 

                         All are welcome to attend!    

Installation of Congregation Council 

January 14, 2018 

9:30 Worship Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Safe Place Training 

January 27, 2018 

9:00-10:30 a.m. 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

All staff, council, and volunteers are required to attend. 

Women’s Bible Study 

January 14, 2018 

12:00 p.m. 

Sharon Smith’s House 
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WORD 

God Speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 

We welcome all young children to come forward. 

 

FIRST READING 

A reading from Genesis 1:1-5. 

 After the reading: Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from Acts 19:1-7. 

 After the reading: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      ELW 519 
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Holy Gospel: Mark 1:4-11. 

 Before the reading: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 After the reading: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
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Let us pray for continued strength, healing and compassion: 
Lord Christ, you came into this world as one of us, and suffered as we do.  As we go 
through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all 
things; that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace enfolds us for  
eternity.  In the security of your embrace we pray.  
Jayne Steward, Connie Schlesman, John, Todd Kelly, Carolyn Rozycki, Bob Arobone, Bill 
Muryn, Ron Cutting, Toni Rath, Paige Longstreth, Pete Lawlor, Ron Danielson, Dorothy  
Stasik, Dave Meyers, and Roy Geiger. 

Let us pray for those who offer military service: 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and  
women of our armed forces at home and abroad.  Defend them day by day with your 
heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to 
face the perils that surround them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence 
wherever they may be.   
LtCmd Timothy Fowler Capt. David Sperry   SSG Rudy Kulp 

1st Lt. Robert W. Dougherty Sgt Timothy Wenrich  Capt. Eli Abner 

Capt Charles Fowler  Lt.  J.G. Kerrie Arobone SRA Paul Reinhart  

Capt. Mark Carpenter  Lt.Cdr Andrew G. Moyer Sgt Temperance Leister  

1st Lt. William Dougherty SSgt. William Zearfoss  

Let us pray for those who are homebound and in assisted living: 

Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from your love.  Give to those 

who live alone peace and contentment in their solitude, hope and fulfillment in their love 

of you, and joy and companionship in their relations with others.  

Mildred Lenhart     Esther McFarland 

Fellowship Terrace – Rm. 272B   Pennsburg Manor – Rm. 232 

3000 Fellowship Drive    530 Macoby Street 

Whitehall, PA 18052     Pennsburg, PA, 18073 
  

Jane Roth       Ron & Faye Cutting 

Sanatoga Center – Rm. 232B    5010 Maplewood Court 

225 Evergreen Road     PO Box 548 

Pottstown, PA 19464     Frederick, PA 19435 
 

  Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen. 
Please note As Christians, we pray for others.  We include their joys and griefs, their hopes and challenges.  As a congrega-

tion, we welcome prayer requests at worship.  We will keep prayer requests in the worship bulletin prayer list for four 

weeks, unless specifically requested otherwise. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we humbly thank you for your goodness to us and 
to all that you have made.  We praise you for your creation, for keeping us and all things 
in your care, and for all the blessings of life.  Above all we bless you for your immeasura-
ble love in redeeming the world by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Welcome Stephanie May White, born December 24 at 8:26 a.m.  8 pounds 
5 ounces and 20 inches long, to Lindsay and Walt White. 

• Congratulations to Stephanie’s big sisters, Natalie and Cassidy.  
Let us pray for those in grief: 

Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion more fierce than the 
grave.  We rejoice in the lives of those whom you have drawn into your eternal  
embrace.  Keep us in joyful communion with them until we join the saints of every peo-
ple and nation gathered before your throne in your ceaseless praise.    
The family and friends of:   

• Todd Barton, Boyertown Area High School Senior. 
• Dick Dale, close friend of Larry and Kathy Billger.  

Let us pray for those needing health and healing: 
Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can 
bring calmness and peace.  Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence 
and a strong confidence in you.  In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround 
us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy 
health and strength and peace.   

• John Stasik, ongoing chemotherapy treatments. 
• Maureen Pemrick, former St. Luke nursery school teacher, with medical 

issues. 
• Khristopher Yoder, John Ungerman’s grandson, recovering from a heart 

transplant. 
• Linda, recurrence of cancer and a pulmonary embolus.  
• Elaine Huss, mother of Rick Huss, recovering from a fall.  
• Baby Jack, recovering from shunt surgery this week.  Praise God that he 

does not have epilepsy as previously thought!  
• Josh Huss, cousin’s son of Rick Huss, 16 years old, lung problems facing 

surgery.  
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Baptized and Set Free     ELW 453 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let 

us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will 

teach all people to forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace 

throughout the world, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

 

Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive 

them for the sake of the one through whom you have revealed your 

goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

All may greet one another with a sign of peace, using these or similar words: 

Peace be with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 
 

ADULT CHOIR   Come to the Water                      Page  
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Worship and Stewardship 

January 7, 2018 

God of abundance, you have poured out a large measure of earthly blessings: our table 

is richly furnished, our cup overflows, and we live in safety and security.  Teach us to set 

our hearts on you and not these material blessings.  Keep us from becoming captivated 

by prosperity, and grant us in wisdom to use your blessings to your glory and to the  

service of humankind; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Attended December 24, 2017 

9:30 a.m.:  65 

7:00 p.m.:  72 

10:00 p.m.:  85 

Our Weekly Commitment            Our Response 

Current/General      $3,234           $  3,988 

Benevolence          $240        $ 151 

  Other            $ 469 

Christmas Offering              $3,074 

 

Attended December 31, 2017 

9:30 a.m.:  49 

Our Weekly Commitment            Our Response 

Current/General      $3,234        $  1,636 

Benevolence          $24                $ 109 

  Other            $ 150.75 

Sponsors  

January 7, 2018 

Flowers:  Altar flowers are given in memory of my parents, Frank and Hilda O’Connell, 

and other departed loved ones, by Dennis O’Connell. 
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KNOWING, SHARING, AND CELEBRATING CHRIST 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Avenue • P.O. Box 338 • Gilbertsville, PA 19525 • (610 ) 367-9738  

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor Mary Ann Siefke   

419-308-5871 

610-367-9738 x11 

PastorMAstluke@outlook.com 
 

Karen Huss                 610-326-5832 

Director of Music  
 

Valerie Schlegel        610-367-8819 

Director of Bell & Cherub Choirs 

Dale Shaner               610-326-2762 

Sexton/Custodian 
  

Megan Ingram           215-206-8989 

Office Administrator  

610-367-9738 

stluke19525@outlook.com 

January 7, 2018 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Deacon:   Betty Musser 

Lector:  Connie Hukari 

Sub-Deacon:  Ron Hukari 

Acolyte:  Lorelai Ingram  

Crucifer: Haley Hukari 

Nursery/JAM: Kim Spiece 

Greeters:  Ron and Dorothy Girton 

Office & Bulletin Folder:  Dorothy Girton 

Counters: S. Quicksell, D. Janzow and  

  K. Undercuffler  

Ushers:   Dave Girton’sTeam  

Sacristans: Karen Girton and Sandi 

  Quicksell 

January 14, 2018 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Deacon:   Dave Durante 

Lector:  Kathy Billger 

Sub-Deacon:  Valerie Schlegel 

Acolyte:  Haley Hukari 

Nursery/JAM: Trudy Durante 

Greeters:  Kathy Cole and  

  Grandchildren 

Office & Bulletin Folder:  Hilda Cooney  

Counters: Connie Hukari and  

  Bonnie Kusar 

Ushers:   Dale Shaner’sTeam  

Sacristans: Karen Girton and Sandi 

  Quicksell 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 

receive the gifts we bring, 

our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

Through this meal unite us as your body, 

shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 

for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
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Lead Me, Guide Me 

ELW 768 

Lead Me, Guide Me is an African American Gospel hymn written by Doris M. 
Akers (1923-1995) in 1953 in Oakland, California.  The hymn is of the first 
generation of African American gospel music, which began with Thomas 
Dorsey.  Akers had an active career as a singer, choir director, and songwriter. 
She wrote her first song at the age of ten and since that time has composed 
more than three hundred gospel songs and hymns.  She resided in Columbus, 
Ohio, until the time of her death. 

The text of this hymn is based on verses of Psalm 4 & Psalm 5.  It is a plea for 
God to guide, protect, and deliver.  As persons of faith God not only calls us to 
great things, but God guides us along the way.  As we sing this hymn, each 
week, we are reminded of the call of the Prophets and their journeys of faith. 

 May we hear God calling us and guiding us just as the prophets of old.  May 
we be strengthened as they were.  May we trust as they did.  May our eyes 
be opened just as theirs were.   

-Psalter Hymnal Handbook, 1988 

-www.mannamusicinc.com/dorisakers.htm 

-https://hymnary.org/person/Akers_Doris 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 BLESSING 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, 

name you beloved, 

and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG     Lead Me, Guide Me                   ELW 768 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Marvelous Is Thy Name    Hughes      
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26561. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

And gave it for all to drink, saying; 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in  heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. 

  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

All are welcome at the table. 

Please lift your open hand to receive the bread/wafer.  You may use an individual cup, 

drink from the chalice or hold the  bread to dip it into the wine.  Young children and 

those who are not communing are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  

Welcome, Christ invites you! 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen.             

 

COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMMUNION  

Let us pray.   

O Morning Star, fair and bright, 

you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

You are our dearest treasure. 

Go with us now— 

today, tomorrow, every day— 

that we tell the story of your never-ending love 

and sing your praise both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


